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IV. Released prisoners

1.

o s

Provide for a special quota for the employment of released female prisoners in
official institutions.

Provide income-generating projects, mainly for uneducated prisoners.

Provide psychosocial and economic support through women organizations to help
them reintegrate in their communities in a health manner.

Form official entities to follow up on the cases of prisoners.

Provide prisoners with unconditional health insurance.

Activate the role of the Prisoners’ Affairs Commission to follow up on the file of
female prisoners in particular.

Use the media to shed light on issues related to female prisoners and enhance
their role.

11



Chapter 10
General Recommendations

l. For Jerusalemite women

1.

2.
3.

b

NOo

Conduct a profound study on the reality of Jerusalemite women inside the holy city
since studies on their situation are lacking.

Endeavor to establish a unit to document violations faced by Jerusalemite women.
Provide legal supportand protectionto Jerusalemite women based on UN Resolutions
including 1325 and CEDAW in cooperation with human rights organizations in the
governorate.

Establish a media unit to disclose Israeli violations against women in Jerusalem.
Produce a series of films on the conditions of Jerusalemite women via coordination
and networking with human rights, women and media organizations.

Raise women awareness of their legal, social and economic rights.

Raise awareness of men and husbands of issues of domestic violence and the
necessity to abstain from hurting women and explain how such violence reflects
upon other household members.

Il. Women in Jordan Valley

Carry out in-depth studies on the situation of women living in the Jordan Valley area
since studies lack on their socioeconomic and political conditions.

Find alternative jobs for women working in settlements like stable jobs or income-
generating projects in order to improve their economic situation and safeguard
their dignity.

Improve and upgrade the services including health and transport.

Education with focus on young people and graduates and improve public utilities
like electricity and water.

lll. Women near the Apartheid and Annexation Wall and Israeli
settlements

1.

o

10

Provide women with psychological, social and economic support.

Document violations faced by women residing near the wall and settlements and
submit reports thereon to decision-makers to hold the occupation liable to them.
Media awareness of issues related to violations of all types.

Work with human rights organizations and activate their role.

Local institutions work to protect women living near the wall and settlements and
submit recommendations to the UN and other international organizations.



Women in the focus groups worked to change their conditions and the conditions of
their families because they are in direct contact with the occupation. Lester, indeed,
referred to this ability in her work on the human agency, which can reshape women
as political activists. In the same context Bill Hoax'® indicated that the formation of
women as victims hurts them politically and psychological. It would be better to invite
them to unite on the basis of their common sources of power and resources rather
than sharing the attribute of the victim. '" this statement concords with Carol Batman'
who suggested that it is necessary to establish citizenship in which “women merge
per capacity as women”, which consequently leads to creating the social conditions
necessary for the autonomous female evolution. According to Batman'?, it is necessary
to contain them as women by recognizing their value as women.™

It is necessary to develop a conscious sense of activism at both personal and political
levels to exit the scene of women as victims and usher into the scene of women as
proactive players. It is not possible to depend only on enhancing the abilities of more
women to perform a salient role in existing structures, but the purpose must be to allow
them to participate in a different formation while equipped with feminist values and
ideologies. As such, they can achieve “national change” in a manner that becomes
integral of the components of their local and social surrounding. Other forms of official
participation cannot achieve the same results.

10 Hooks, Bell. 1993. “Sisters of the Yam: Black Women and Self-Recovery”, London: Turnaround.
11 Hooks, Bell. 1984. “Feminist Theory from Margin to Center”. Boston: South End Press.

12 Pateman, Carol.1992. “Political Obligation, Freedom and Feminism”, American Political Science Review
86: 179-182.

13 Pateman, Carol. 1989.The Disorder of Women: Democracy, Feminism, and Political Theory. Polity Press.
14 Davies, Yuval, Nira .1997. “Gender & Nation. Chapter 4: Citizenship & Difference”. London.



The violations of the occupation against women raise the pace of violence against
women. The study showed violations of economic, social and health rights as well
as civil and political rights. The results raise questions about the extent of protection
women enjoy under all factors related to the occupation, political and socioeconomic
structures prevailing in the society. Such factors are, by nature, inequitable as relates to
sources of power, influence and action. They hence hinder extremely any possibilities
for women empowerment in the public space.

Although the quantitative survey results showed that women faced obstacles caused
mainly by the occupation - which is actually a threat to human security of all, mainly of
women since increases their tasks in the private space -, and that women face all forms
of psychological, physical and sexual violence as well as low educational attainment
and opportunities of work, and with the harsh economic and social circumstances of
their families and scarce opportunities, we cannot undermine the role women play to
protect their families.

This mainly appeared in the focus groups discussions, which gave real significance to
the experiences and suffering of women while showing their strength. Under occupation,
their rights and their families’ rights are stolen. The Israeli occupation factor flames their
perseverance and determination to face the difficult conditions the occupation inflicts
upon them and their families. Their declared or undeclared strategies —as needed — are
ignored by the literatures, which mainly focused on the dichotomy of public and private
spheres when addressing political participation, as limited to official or non-official
institutional structures. Literatures also show that women insist to make their presence
unconventional and defy their culturally stereotyped roles but they do not take into
account the sociocultural local context that marginalized groups — mainly women — live
under occupation. They are the most affected by the political and economic reality of
the occupation. However, in this context we see other forms of women activism when
they go through their daily struggles as women in marginalized areas to survive and
resist the occupation and to change the relations of power in their local community,
although this role remains invisible.

Ignorance of this role did not shed enough light on the strategies and initiatives
undertaken by Palestinian women who put their life to danger to protect their families
and communities. This role was not considered equal in value — albeit its different
expression — to what is done by men.

Highlight the value of strategies and mechanisms used by women to adapt to their
cultural context and life under occupation and show their ability to manage their
households’ affairs and protect their families with the scarce resources available to
them under very complex situation. With all this, they face their problems, as confirmed
by Kerk Wetler who said that women in a state of conflict exhibit extreme abilities to
steadfastness and resilience that help them survive and adapt. They continue to play
their roles and mothers and wives in addition to being in charge of sustaining their
families and preserving the structure of their families and of the society as a whole.®

9 Manchanda, R. 2005. “Women’s Agency in Peace Building: Gender Relations in Post-Conflict
Reconstruction”. Economic and PoliticalWeekly 40 (44/45): 4737-4745.



8.5% were subject of sexual abuse by occupation army and settlers. 30.5% of women
reported they were unable to have permits to pass through the Wall gates and that their
houses were raided by the Israeli army several times. 8.5% of them were prohibited
from movement.

On another level, the quantitative research results showed direct relation between
violence committed by the Israeli occupation against any member of the households
in the research sample and violence against women in the same sample. This was the
case of Jerusalemite women who reported that 44.1% of members of their families were
abused by occupation army or settlers. 62.1% of these women faced violence by a
member of their household, 72.7% of whom faced physical violence, while 23.5% were
sexually abused or harassed and 90.2% endured psychological violence inflicted by
male members of their families. The same applies to women living near settlements who
reported that over one third of their family members faced attacks by occupation army
or settlers. These attacks resulted in increased violence in 49.1% of their households.
52.3% faced physical violence, 17.6% faced sexual violence or abuses and 77.1%
endured psychological violence by their husbands or other family members.

Violence against women decreases with the drop in aggression faced by members of
the households of women in the sample. This indicates a direct relation between the
assaults endured by men in the family and domestic violence inflicted upon women.
We notice this in the case of women living near the Wall, who reported that assaults
by the occupation forces against their family members dropped to about one quarter
of previous levels. Consequently, domestic violence targeting them decreased. 27.2%
of them said they faced one form of violence by a family member with 22.3% of them
facing physical violence, 15.3% sexual violence or abuse and 43.8% psychological
violence caused by a family member. The same applied to women in the Jordan Valley
area, as 20.9% of them reported that their family members faced occupation army or
settlers” violence. This increased the level of violence they faced in their families to
reach 30.7%. Of the abused women, 28.1% endured physical violence, while 14.1%
faced sexual violence or abuse and 50.0% psychological violence.

Violations and suffering endured by women in the selected zones make them more
vulnerable to the impacts of conflict since they are under double effect in comparison
to other groups. Consequently, they bear the responsibility and burden to provide
safety and security for their families while they cannot even protect themselves under
the surrounding circumstances. Women of the sample reported being subject of
socioeconomic pressure including, for example, increased husbands’ responsibilities
and work pressure, a family member faced health problem that required hospitalization,
increased burden by the obligation to provide care to the family, parents and in-laws
since most of them have been married, except for released prisoners. Only 45.9% of
released prisoners have been married. Moreover, they receive angry response from
male family members when they face violations or any form of violence. Looking at the
demographic characteristics, most women in the areas covered by the study have low
educational attainment (high school or less). Most of them do not work, which makes
them more vulnerable to poverty, unemployment and marginalization. They have to
provide household care and perform their reproductive role while providing security to
their families under harsh political and economic conditions.



the West Bank. In the case of release prisoners and Jerusalemites, women faced at
least one form of violence at checkpoints. 72.1% and 63.3% respectively reported
facing such violence. Moreover, women living near settlements or the Annexation Wall
or in the Jordan Valley were subject to the occupation and settlers’ violence over the
past 12 months at rates of 71.2%, 57.7%, 49.2% and 30.7% respectively.

Although cases of violence against women in the Jordan Valley by occupation army
and settlers were the lowest in number, the study still highlighted other forms of
violations these women faced by Israeli occupation forces and settlers. The violations
included confiscation of their land and crops, banning herding at the rate of 63.8%
and 69.9% respectively. violations also include denying them access to educational
service, water, building houses, and housing services.

The research also highlighted the specific violations committed against women in
Jerusalem. It reported that 71.2% of Jerusalemite women face multiple violence by
the occupation army and settlers during their residency in Jerusalem. 89.8% were
deprived of their right to education and health services; 45.6% were denied the right
to housing and work in Jerusalem while 12.2% were not granted ID or Magnetic cards
or received threats of withdrawal of their Jerusalem ID Card. Property and cars of
87.3% of them were seized while taxes were imposed upon them and 14.6% of abused
women were prevented from traveling abroad or leaving Jerusalem.

As for released prisoners, the research emphasized their suffering as a result of
the violations they faced while in detention. The findings indicated that most female
prisoners were beaten by lIsraeli soldiers upon their detention from their homes or
at checkpoints. 88.5% were maltreated and humiliated while 78.8% reported being
denied the right to bring their special medication or other private needs. 98.4% faced
beating, abuse and provocative search from time to time while in jail. 96.7% of female
prisoners were denied access to medicines or medical visit including pregnant women
who were deprived of health care throughout their detention. Moreover, 4.9% of
released prisoners were stripped of their clothes in front of their cellmates in the past
12 months.

As for women living near settlements, results showed that 91.5% of them endured
violence by the occupation army and settlers; they were exposed to tear gas, sound
bombs and live bullets. 85.2% were maltreated and humiliated while 72.6% were
subject to physical or verbal abuse not to mention corporal search at the occupation
checkpoints. Moreover, 79.9% were denied access to medical care and service and
their water supply was cut. 5.4% of women endured expropriation of their land and
crops in the past 12 months. Data also showed that 27.4% of women reported that most
attacks against women near settlements came from the occupation army followed by
settlers — who were responsible for 26.2% of such aggression. Furthermore, 36.6% of
the army, settlers, police and border guards and security services collectively attacked
women in these areas not to mention that 4.9% of the occupation forces members
passing through these areas participated in the aggression against women.

In the case of women residing near the Wall, results showed that 22.3% of them faced
beating by occupation army and settlers while 38.4% were maltreated and sworn at.



Chapter 9
Discussion and Conclusions

Prior to discussing the results of the qualitative and quantitative results, it is necessary
to address the possibility that Palestinian women become agent of change under
occupation and within their social context in which they endure different forms of
violation in their different places of residence. Manchanda® refers here to the necessity
to see the two sides of the role of women: victims and agents of change. If we consider
UN Resolution 1325, a milestone in the global discourse on the role of women as active
agents in conflicts rather than victims, it becomes important to focus our discussion
of the results in the framework that reproduces the knowledge that gives real value to
women’s contributions and roles.

In conflicts, women often exhibit incredible resilience and adaptation. Their roles as
mothers and wives, in addition to providing for their families, preserve the very structure
of their families, and subsequently the structure of the society as a whole.”

The compound roles played by women in times of conflict and war urged theoreticians
to see them not only as victims of such conflicts but also as performers of invisible
roles. The purpose here is to conduct a more holistic and objective study of the status
of women in times of war. Paying attention to the role of women and their strength during
conflicts and war is essential to promote women’s self-perception as active political
agents with the ability and power to contribute to their communities and local society.
This will be a means to empower them and safeguard their rights at household and
society levels. This acknowledgment is vital to create a state of social transformation
toward protection of women human rights.®

Building on this theoretical argument and the findings of the quantitative study, the
focus groups discussions revealed the size and forms of violations women in the Wet
Bank face because of the occupation in the zones searched in detail. In addition to
the previous studies, we can speak here of two levels of findings: quantitative results
measured for the first time the size and forms of violations that take place against
women in their occupation and social context compared to the quantitative results that
added value to what women do in their family and local community.

As regards quantitative results on the sociopolitical living context, women suffer
violence because of the occupation and social norms. Women residing in the vicinity of
the Annexation Wall, Jerusalemite women and women living near Israeli checkpoints or
in the Jordan Valley as well as release prisoners suffer. The quantitative results for the
past 12 months showed for the first time that most women are subject to various forms
of violence at (mobile and fixed) checkpoints of the occupation while moving around

Kirk, J. & Taylor, S. 2007. “UN Security Council Resolution 1325”. Forced Migration Review 27: 13-14.
Manchanda, R. 2005. “Women’s Agency in Peace Building: Gender Relations in Post-Conflict
Reconstruction”. Economic and PoliticalWeekly 40 (44/45): 4737-4745.

8 NiAoléin, F. & Turner, C. 2007. “Gender, Truth and Transition”. UCLA Women’s Law Journal 16 (1): 229-
279.



Women near settlements

Data showed that 57.7% of women endured occupation or settlers’ violence in the
West Bank compared to 42.3% who did not over the past 12 months. Results also
showed that 91.5% sustained tear gas inhalation.

Results showed that 52.5% of women faced occupation army and settlers’ violence
compared to 47;.5% who did not in the past 12 months.

Data revealed that 27.4% of women reported that the occupation army is the
largest aggressor against women residing near settlements; settlers come next
with 26.2% of hostilities over the past 12 months.

Released female prisoners

Data showed that 72.1% of released female prisoners faced at least one form of
violence at (mobile or fixed) occupation checkpoints during their moving between
different communities in the West Bank in the past 12 months.

Data obtained form released female prisoners showed that most of them were
beat upon their arrest at their homes or at the checkpoints by occupation soldiers.
88.5% were maltreated and sworn at while 78.8% reported being denied access
to bringing their own medication or other needs while in detention, over the past
12 months.

Data obtained from released female prisoners showed that 98;.4% were beaten,
attacked or searched in a provocative manner from time to time while under
detention. 96.7% said they were denied access to medication or doctor visits. They
included pregnant women who were left without health care while under detention.
4.9% of released female prisoners were stripped of their clothes in front of their
cellmates in the past 12 months.



Chapter One
Summary of Findings

Jerusalemite women

63.3% of Jerusalemite women reported having been victim of violence by the
Israeli army at the (mobile or fixed) checkpoints while moving to the west bank in
the past 12 months.

The results showed that 88.3% were hit at the checkpoints while 90.4% were
cursed or faced degrading treatment at the same occupation checkpoints over
the past 12 months.®

71.2% of Jerusalemite women faced different forms of violence by the occupation
army or settlers while residing in Jerusalem, compared to 28.8% who were not
subject to this violence over the past 12 months.

Women living near the Annexation Wall

49.2% of women reported having been victim of violence by the occupation or its
settlers because they live near the Annexation Wall, compared to 50.8% who did
not face such violence in the past 12 months.

Data showed that 65.7% of women endured aggression of the occupation army in
the areas around the Wall while 6.2% were aggressed by settlers and 3.4% by the
Israeli police.

42.0% of women living in the vicinity of the Annexation Wall reported that their
households’ economic situation was moderate, while 12.5% said they were poor
compared to 28.2% who said they were well-off.

Women in the Jordan Valley Area

5

30.7% of women in the Jordan Valley area endured different forms of occupation
and settlers’ violence in the past 12 months.

63.8% of women reported that their land and crops were confiscated and that
they were prohibited from herding their cattle in their area of residence because
of the occupation its settlers. 69.6% said they were denied access to educational
and water services and were banned from building housing units or receiving
services in the Jordan Valley area. 42.9% faced psychological violence in the past
12 months.

20.9% of household members (spouse, head of household, or any other member)
were attacked by the occupation army and settlers in the past 12 months, which
consequently affected the level of violence endured by women by members
of these households. Results showed that 28.1% of women endured physical
violence while 14.1% were victim of sexual violence or abuse and 50.0% sustained
psychological violence in the past 12 months.

In the past 12 months, means the period from Oct. 2013 to Oct. 2014.



the situation of released female prisoners and women living near settlements. Data
was collected about these five categories to assess the size of violations to which the
occupation and its settlers subject Palestinian women.

The study will help planners and policy-makers devise programs and interventions to
help provide protection to women and girls, with reliance in UN Resolution No 1325 of
2000, CEDAW (1979) and the Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in
Emergency Situations and Armed conflicts (UN General Assembly Resolution 2200 a)
of 16" January 1966. This Resolution states that all parties concerned with an armed
conflict must make all effort to protect women and children from the suffering of war.
They must take all necessary measures to ensure avoidance of the following crimes:
abuse, torture, punishment and violence against civil population, mainly against
women and children and the International Human Rights Indicator (Vienna Declaration
and Action plan), and (Geneva Conventions and the two additional protocols).*

4 http://www.arabwomenorg.org/Content/Publications/strpecarabic.pdf.
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Introduction

Violence is a major challenge for human rights organizations in general, and for women
organizations in particular. The latter realize the destructive effect of violence on the
society structure and on individuals, mainly on women as the first victims of violence.
Indeed, violence against women is the cumulative result of discrimination and inequality
between men and women. Consequently, women are constrained to losing many of
their rights and status in the society.!

Similar to other societies, Palestine encounters numerous challenges in addressing this
phenomenon. With the Israeli occupation and its systematic violence against members
of the community of all ages and genders, Palestinian institutions — of all types — find it
harder to devise policies and procedures to limit this phenomenon.? On the other hand,
sociocultural factors, habits, and traditions worsen the situation and enhance gender-
based violence and discrimination.

Human insecurity, following gender-based violence, does not affect women alone
nor its impact is limited to abused women. It is transmitted through these women to
other generations, affecting males and females alike. Violence legacy in a household
expands then to the surrounding society and general community with all its institutions.
As such, it grows as part of the hegemonic social culture. Subsequently, the
responsibility to stop violence is not limited to human rights or women institutions. It is
rather a public responsibility that must be shouldered by all specialized governmental
and nongovernmental entities.?

The Palestinian Initiative for the Promotion of Dialogue and Democracy (MIFTAH)
adopted action to implement UN Security Council Resolution 1325, issue it in its session
4213 in 2000. UN Resolution 1325 calls to increased women patrticipation at all levels,
mainly at decision-making level at all local, regional and international levels, including
in the mechanisms to prevent, manage and settle conflicts and in negotiations and
peace-making.

The Resolution calls mainly for the protection of women and girls against sexual
violence and gender-based violence, especially in sates of emergency and human
calamities. To achieve this purpose, the UN Security Council Resolution decreed a
particular status to the issue of women, peace and armed conflicts/ wars and crimes
against humanity because of their sensitive nature (toward a national framework to
implement UN Security Council 1325 in Palestine, 2012).

The report aims to assess the level and forms of violence faced by women because of the
occupation and its settlers, by reviewing the situation according to geographic zones:
Jerusalem, Jordan Valley, and the vicinity of the Annexation Wall. It also addresses

1 http://www.wclac.org/atemplate.php?id=314.
2 Ibid.

3 Saadah, Luna (2014), Report on local recommendations to mitigate violence against women in West
Banka and Gaza Strip, Office of the Higher Human Rights Commissioner.









